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Synopsis

This guide profiles 60 of the most influential girl groups of the 1950s to the 1980s and their
respective record labels. There is a discography for all listed groups, pricing and an A-Z listing of the

60 groups. Groups featured include The Supremes, the Ronettes, The Orlons and The Go-Go’s.
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Customer Reviews

Well, one has to tread softly here! Mr Clemente is obviously very sensitive to criticism and why not?
He has written a great book , beset with a minefield of difficulties, and we , the readers, come out of
the woodwork to criticise it!OK, here goes. The strengths of the book are many. It is wonderful to
read the stories of these groups from out of the mouths (almost literally of "The Babes") who made
them. The discographies allow one to trace lesser know but wonderful tracks from groups which
maybe had only one or two hits. My favourites were always the groups with lead singers whose
voices were almost, but not quite, like chalk on a blackboard. Maybe, in reverse order, The Angels,
Chiffons, Reperata and, all time glass breaking champs, The Shangri Las. You can find wonderful
non-hits by all these three from this book. Try turning your modern speakers full on for Till by the
Angels or Maybe by the ShangriLas and putting a glass by the speaker!So what is wrong? For a
start the book is not helped at all by some of the gushing reviews. This wasn’t an era where the
singing was all that mattered. Even in the UK at the time a top five hit meant a million sales. A

million! Now it can be as few as 20,000. So this is a period of money making record labels ,



managers, composers, promoters..all trying to pretty well steal the pot of gold from which often little
or nothing filtered to the artists. It is no good trying to describe this as a golden age except for
payola and theft!Then Mr Clemente is not helped by his editors , lay out staff etc at the publishers
who have produced a book that often seems to have been mimeographed !Then onto the "Just can’t
win" section discussed by Mr Clemente in his introduction. Should he have fixed a period of study
(say 50s and 60s) or allowed it to extend onwards....? Should it be all American or should British
Invasion groups such as the...er...Australian led Seekers or the Middle of the Road have been in?
And what about solo artists whose sound was solidly that of a group? Such as Dee Dee Sharpe or
Jackie de Shannon..Or groups that appeared to have just a solo singer such as the very wonderful
Rosie and the Originals? Then the writer is great about who did what to whom and when at Philles
records but this means no separate entry for Bob B.Soxx and the Blue Jeans and no mention for
Bonnie and the Treasures. What to do about songs recorded by two sets of artists? So Hold Back
the Light of Dawn (angst of the very best sort) was recorded by a group The Tammys and by
Bernadette Carroll ,as a solo artist (not in the Angels discography here)..yet both sound almost the
same and neither is in the book...Other critics have mentioned groups not included (yes, | know this
could have been a 4" wide encyclopedia) and | wonder why Cathy and the Innocents could not have
been included. This whole paragraph, plus every entry being approved by the artist shows the writer
in a straightforward *Can’t Win’ situation.;damned if he does and damned if he doesn’t IMy own
feelings is that Mr Clemente should have stuck strictly to the 50s and 60s, probably leaving Motown
records to their own book (now there is a basic prejudice of mine!). Also | think he was quite right to
leave out non American groups. Pre Beatles, UK girl groups were often awful,awful, awful, sounding
like an elocution lesson!But notice how this wonderful US art form influenced the British Invasion (as
you call it in the US). Groups working out of Liverpool and Germany had access to some of these
records not readily available in the UK and did their own takes on these songs. eg the Beatles’ Baby

Its You, The Searchers’ Oh My Lover. The rest is history....

It's good to see these artists recognized for their contributions. With John’s excellent book, everyone
can know what record collectorshave known for years about this wonderful genre of rock and roll
and rhythm and blues. As the vinyl age becomes something onlyold-timers remember, these artists

won'’t disappear into obscurity with documentation like this book provides. A must have volume.

This is a book for those who already love the topic. The result of the good books that serve these

specialist areas is whether they prompt further interest. This does and the desire to hear the songs



referred to is the real feeling generated. Perhaps too factual in that it almost provides too much
information. The point of difference is that it relies on interviews with those written about. Reflects an

era when sheer love of singing was the motivation.

Not since Alan Betrock’s "GIRL GROUPS: STORY OF A SOUND" have we had such a telling
history laid out for us about this decidedly underrated genre! Through a host of photos in addition to
interviews with original group members, Clemente effectively delivers the 411 on the mainstream
girl groups and often sheds new light on thier histories. A special bonus is the inclusion of lesser
known yet noteworthy girl group acts. This is a very important book for anyone who loves girl groups

in general and girl group afficiandos in particular

Thanks

If you are into oldies Girl Groups, click the purchase button on .com right now! Super book, with
literally EVERY girl group that was anything back in the day...and many more obscure groups as
well. Incredible source of knowledge about the Girl Groups. | have NO IDEA how this much

information was every accumlated. The details are unreal.

There have been a lot of books and videos about girl groups but all them involved large, really large,
gaps of information, missing names, erroneous information and so on. John Clemente amazingly
gets it all down, all correct and every little detail in. How he did it | don’t know. This book is fabulous

and endlessly rereadable. And you will love the rare photos.

Well written and very informative. Learned a lot of great things about the best time of music in
history. Loved it.
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